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Thank You Volusia County Voters!

Please help us support the county’s process by attending the upcoming 
listening sessions and staying engaged in Volusia Forever.

Please let the county know what you would like to see the Volusia Forever 
program accomplish during the next  20 years.

The ECHO/Volusia Forever Alliance recommends fulfilling long-range 
conservation planning by acquiring lands and easements in the 
conservation corridor, gaps in park land, farmland (to keep farmers 
farming); and water resources (shorelines, springs protection, etc.)



Volusia Forever Implementation

• County Council appointed an oversight advisory board March 2nd

• County to hold listening sessions in April and May

• Advisory Board will recommend procedures to be adopted

• County Council adopts procedures.

• Tax levy and possible bond issue not until after October 30th

https://www.volusia.org/services/community-services/parks-recreation-and-culture/land-

management/volusia-forever.stml



Date: Time: Location:

April 21, 2021 6:00-8:00pm Thomas Kelly Administration Building, 
123 West Indiana Avenue, County Council 
Chambers, Second Floor, DeLand

April 28, 2021 6:00-8:00pm Brannon Center, 105 South Riverside 
Drive, New Smyrna Beach

May 5, 2021 6:00-8:00pm Beach Safety Headquarters, 515 South 
Atlantic Avenue, Conference Room, 
Second Floor, Daytona Beach

May 12, 2021 6:00-8:00pm City of Ormond Beach, 22 Beach Street, 
City Commission Chambers, Ormond 
Beach

May 19, 2021 6:00-8:00pm Deltona Regional Library, 2150 Eustace 
Ave, Auditorium, Deltona

Volusia Forever Listening Sessions: 
Please Attend and give public comment/recommendations.



History of Land Conservation

1986 First in the nation 
environmental endangered lands program

2000 Volusia Forever/Volusia ECHO

2020 Volusia Forever extended



1986 Referendum
Environmentally Endangered Lands
$20 million
Acquired 50,000 acres

DeLeon Springs Addition
Blue Springs Addition
Lake George State Forest
Lake Monroe Park
Lake Beresford Park
Riverbreeze Park
Bicentennial Park
Spruce Creek Preserve
North Peninsula State Park
Johns Island Addition to Tomoka
Lake Monroe Park



Volusia Forever

Approved 2000

.2 mils for 20 years

Raised $68 million

Mission
To finance the acquisition and 
improvement of environmentally 
sensitive, water resource protection and 
outdoor recreation lands, and to 
manage those lands as conservation 
stewards in perpetuity.



Volusia Forever 2001-2021

Volusia Conservation Corridor
Doris Leeper Spruce Creek Preserve
Thornby- Enterprise
Green Springs
Inholdings and additions
38,000 acres



Award-winning for “visionary leadership”

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foundationfloors.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F03%2Fcharities-4th-quarter.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foundationfloors.com%2Fcharities%2F&tbnid=lokp5-XgltLNXM&vet=12ahUKEwiUw9uI8M_rAhUajOAKHW-HBC4QMygIegUIARCgAQ..i&docid=pHT9RYA-_aclqM&w=225&h=134&q=1000%20friends%20of%20florida%20logo&client=safari&ved=2ahUKEwiUw9uI8M_rAhUajOAKHW-HBC4QMygIegUIARCgAQ


Keys to the success of prior programs

Sticking to procedures

Keeping free of political influences

Working with national land conservation groups

Partnering with state, water management districts

and cities

Utilizing creative financing

Using conservation easements where appropriate
Bonding most of the money



Acquisition process
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Funding partners 



Working with Conservation Organizations

They are experienced

They know the state and federal programs

They understand working with landowners on tax issues

Includes regional land trusts



Amendment 1 passed 2014

Will raise $23 billion over 20 years

$50 million ever year for springs projects

$100 million last year for Florida Forever

Funding for Florida Communities Trust and

Rural and Family Lands have been inconsistent

Need to engage and stay on top of funding and

Grant cycles.

Great American Outdoors Act 2020

$900 million per year

Land and Water Conservation Act
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Need to complete

Volusia Conservation 

Corridor



Volusia Conservation Corridor





Opportunities to purchase

Inholdings or additions to

Tomoka State Park

Bulow Creek State Park

North Peninsula State Park



A few private inholdings

Exist within

Doris Leeper Spruce Creek Preserve



Indian River Lagoon Blueway

Need to acquire shoreline 

buffers



Environmental

Core 

Overlay



Conservation Easements

Protects land in perpetuity

Keeps landowner in possession

Lands can continue in forestry or agriculture

All development rights are released

Usually half the price of full acquisition



Financing Volusia Forever

•

•

•



Next steps 2021-2041



www.echovolusiaforever.org

Echo Volusia Forever Alliance is the coalition of supporters of 
Volusia ECHO and Volusia Forever

http://www.echovolusiaforever.org/

